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Camwgg Rﬁsﬁponmblllty
Members of the ﬁgxgrngegt Oqeratlons Com-
mit';eg will be at once craven and foolis ey
submit to the tyranny of their aged chairman, Rep.
William L. Dawson, in abolishing the Subcommit-
tee on Foreign Operations and Government In-
formation. Mr. Dawson, now in his eighties, has
achieved his power through seniority. He used it
last week, arbitrarily and capriciously, and with-
out so much as consulting his colleagues, to do
.away with the Committee’s most effective unit.
The action ought to be challenged and reversed.
The Subcommittee, under ng. i}ghn Moss’s vig-
orous leadership, has been a constructive watch-
. dog for Congress. It was responsible for formu-
lating and bringing to enactment the Freedom of
Information Act, and it has been vigilant in its
insistence that the act be respected by Federal
agencies. We thoroughly agree with the Subcom-
imttee’s ranking Republican, JQgp. E%gden Reid,
that the attempt to muzzle it “is a disservice To
the Nation at a time when the Congress bears an
f,-‘éspec‘ial responsibility to the American people to
- provide independent information and evaluation.”
The Republican members of the Government
. Operations Committee will meet today to decide
“ what they will do about Chairman Dawson’s high-
* © handedness. We hope they will rebel in a body.
~. And we hope that enough Democrats will join
" them to make the rebellion effective. The mat-.
. ter is of real importance not alone for the sake
. of saving a most useful subcommittee but even
- more, erha s, for the sake of asserting the prin-’
» ciple o lec 1ve res onsﬂolht for a committee’s
! conduck - ‘
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